Writing Problem-Solution Essays
Revising in Action
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Revise with a checklist.
Read each line. When you can answer each question with a yes, check it off.

Developing Your Ideas
	

	
Does the essay address a current problem?

	

	
Does it offer a solution to the problem?

	

	
Is the opinion statement clear, using the word “should”?

	

	
Do I feel strongly about my opinion?

	

	
Do strong reasons and supporting details support the opinion?



Structuring Your Ideas
	

	
Does the beginning paragraph start with an interesting lead?

	

	
Does the beginning paragraph end with a clear opinion statement?

	

	
Do the middle paragraphs explain the seriousness of the problem, offer a solution, and show why the solution will work without exaggerating the truth?

	

	
Does the ending paragraph end by calling readers to action?
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