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Experiment with strategies for capturing the reader's interest. Use the examples below for inspiration. Then develop a beginning that introduces you, describes the setting, and creates conflict.
1. Start in the middle of the action.
A lump in my throat, I grabbed a script and took the stage in front of a theater filled with strangers. Old strangers. How did I wind up here?


2. Use interesting dialogue.
"If you get cast in this show, you're going to have to swear. Onstage. Loudly."


3. Pose a fascinating question.
Do caterpillars know what they are doing when they entomb themselves in a chrysalis, or do they just figure they've finally gone crazy? I felt slightly crazy when I buried myself in two months of rehearsals for On Golden Pond.


4. Make a startling statement.
Sometimes guts are smarter than brains.
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