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Experiment with leads for your essay using each strategy below. Read the examples for ideas. Then choose your favorite lead to start your essay.
1. Start with an interesting quotation.
"I was such a nerd, a complete geek, but then I was lucky enough to have a fancy career, where I can be like 'See, I'm not a nerd. Look, I'm in Vogue.’ ”
—Brooke Shields

 
2. Ask an engaging question.
So, just how did the nerds come to rule the universe?
 

3. Provide an anecdote.
Fifty years ago, the only people who sat in front of computers were nerds. Now, all kinds of people carry computers in their pockets and read them in their palms and hold them in front of their faces and smile.


4. Make a shocking statement.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One way to beat a bully is to turn an insult into a badge of honor.
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