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Writing the Beginning Paragraph 
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Write your focus statement. 
Read about writing focus statements. Then use a formula to write your own focus statement.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Your opening paragraph should end with a focus statement. The focus names the topic and gives a specific thought about what makes it special.
The Catskills (the topic) are home to many natural wonders (a feeling or belief about it).

Write your focus statement: 
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