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Paraphrase, quote, and summarize.
Use the SQ3R strategy to read the following article. Then follow the instructions on the next page to paraphrase, quote, and summarize what you’ve read.

The Plight of Pluto
By: Oliva Ramires
For 76 years, nine planets made up our solar system. That all changed in 2006, when Pluto was downgraded to a dwarf planet. Now we’re left with eight full-sized planets. 
So what happened to Pluto? How can a planet become less of a planet? 
History of Pluto
Pluto was discovered by Clyde Tombaugh in 1930, becoming the ninth planet in the solar system. Astronomers and students celebrated the icy celestial body for being the smallest and farthest planet from Earth. A third of Pluto was and still is made up of frozen water. 
In the next 75 years astronomers discovered other icy objects similar to Pluto’s size both in and out of Pluto’s orbit. In fact, an icy body 27 percent larger than Pluto named Eris was discovered in 2005.
New Definition of “Planet”
Influenced by the discovery of Eris, the International Astronomical Union (IAU) met in 2006 to establish new rules for defining full-sized planets. They decided on a set of three criteria.  
1) The object must orbit around the Sun.
2) The object must be big enough to be nearly round.
3) The object must have “cleared the neighborhood” around its orbit.  
Pluto met the first two criteria, but failed the third. In all the billions of years it has lived there, Pluto didn’t have enough gravitational power to clear objects of similar size out of its vicinity. Thus, the IAU downgraded Pluto. Pluto and four other celestial bodies became known as dwarf planets. 
To be clear, Pluto still exists. It didn’t change size, or location, or undergo any sort of physical transformation. Only the criteria for defining planets changed. 
Pluto, the full-sized planet, lost out on a technicality.


1. Paraphrase the first full paragraph that follows the list under the heading New Definition of “Planet.” (The paragraph begins with Pluto met the first two criteria, . . .)


2. Quote an interesting line from the passage:


3. Summarize the article.
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