Welcome to the

Writers Express Program!
Writers Express helps 4th and 5th grade students
become better writers, readers, test takers, and learners.
• The Process of Writing leads students from
selecting a topic to proofreading a final draft.
• The Forms of Writing help students write
great essays, reports, stories, poems, and
many other documents.
• The Tools of Learning help students
effectively study, read, listen, speak, and
take tests.
• The Proofreader’s Guide teaches punctuation,
capitalization, spelling, grammar, and
much more.

The free, online Writers Express Teacher’s Guide leads you page
by page through the student handbook. Check out
k12.thoughtfullearning.com/WETG:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scope and Sequence
Yearlong Timetable
Getting-Started Activities
Chapter-by-Chapter Guide to the Student Handbook
Assessing Writing
Activities and Handouts

The Writers Express SkillsBooks for Grades 4 and
5 overflow with fun language activities that help
your students improve the correctness of their
writing:
• Punctuation
• Mechanics
• Usage

• Spelling
• Sentences
• Grammar

Getting Started with

Writers Express

Step 1 Go to the free Teacher’s Guide
k12.thoughtfullearning.com/WETG.
• Select the suggested Yearlong Timetable to
see what you’ll be teaching.
• Select Getting-Started Activities to
introduce the program.

Step 2 Select the chapter you want to
teach, such as “Understanding the Writing
Process.”
• Read the Start-Up Activity and Think
About It quotation.
• Note the Common Core State
Standards you are teaching.
• Follow the page-by-page guidelines
for teaching the material.
• Use download activities, minilessons,
additional models, more topics, and
many more resources.
Sentence Basics
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Simple and
Complete Subjects
The simple subject is the part of a sentence that is doing
something. The complete subject is the simple subject and
all the words that describe it. (See Writers Express page 466.)
Hint: Sometimes the simple subject stands alone.

Examples

Simple Subject: Marc skis often.
Complete Subject: Marc, who loves snow, skis often.

Directions

In each sentence below, circle the simple subject. Then underline the
complete subject.

1. Catherine visited a castle not far from Paris.

Step 3 Integrate SkillsBook activities
with authentic student writing.
• Assign skills activities from the
Writers Express SkillsBooks for
Grades 4 and 5 as shown in the
Yearlong Timetable.
• Have students immediately apply
their learning to their current and
future compositions.

2. Roy, Catherine’s friend, built a rocket out of cat-food cans.
3. Rocky, a raccoon, rode Roy’s rocket to the moon.
monster wearing
a cowboy hat roared
at Rocky.
Step4.4A moon Assess
writing
using
checklists, peer-response sheets, rubrics,
5.
The
hungry
monster
ate
Rocky’s
rocket.
and sample assessments.
6. Randy, the flying squirrel, flew Rocky back home.

• Prepare students for success on high-stakes writing assessments.
7. Catherine invited Randy and Rocky to the castle for crêpes.

The Next Step Now, on your own paper, write three funny sentences
of your own. In each sentence, circle the simple subject and underline
the complete subject. Then exchange papers with a classmate and check
each other’s work.

